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PREFACE: 


The elaboration constitutes a prescribed chapter: 
‘What are limitations of Marxism - Leninism', 
from comprehensive work of a few books issued in one by publisher ‘Aroma Printing Publication’ 
under the title: 
‘Global Farmy. Songun Internationale’ 
in Dhaka, Bangladesh, December 2011, 
of author Dr Jahangir Khan 

The chapter helps to understand the relationship of Marxism - Leninism with the philosophy of Juche and Songun 
with the limitations of old Marxist - Leninism theories in explanation, to standpoint of the Juche and Songun Idea. 
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. Today it has become clear that the old theory of Marxism - Leninism 
would not help properly solve problems of the modern times. 


It is important to comprehensively analyze and sum up Marxism - 
Leninism and clarify its exploits and limitations in order to maintain proper 
stand and attitude to this important issue. 


This urgent issue raised by the times was brilliantly solved by Kim Jong 
IL. 


Early in the 1960s Kim Jong IL conducted important work of analyzing 
and evaluating the preceding ideology and theory of the working class in an 
all - round way. 


What was characteristic in his summing up of the 100 year history of the 
working class was that he set the revolutionary idea of President Kim IL 
Sung as its criterion. 


New ideology and theories and politics set forth by the President can be a 
criterion evaluating the preceding theories. It has become a time to 
comprehensively examine, analyze and review Marxists - leninist theory 
with the President's revolutionary idea as a ruler. This is an urgent 
requirement of the times and the developing revolution whose solution 
brooks no further delay and this is also a historical duty we have to do. This 
was a unique way of thinking employed by Kim Jong IL in analyzing the 
preceding socialist theory. 


It has been more than 100 years since Marxism - Leninism was founded. 


In fact, Marxism - Leninism has to be highly appreciated as it is a valuable 
ideological and theoretical treasure of the working class in the light of its 
historical exploit. 
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But unlike the days when Marx and Lenin were alive, the revolutionary 
movement has been under way in a wide and diverse way worldwide. in the 
present era Marxism - Leninism could not but have limitations of history 
and times. 


Therefore, it was important from what stand and attitude the Marxism - 
Leninism is analyzed and evaluated. 


In approaching Marxist - Leninist works, Kim Jong IL had in mind the 
environment and social ground on which Marxism was founded first. 


Kim Jong IL clarified that as Marxism was founded at a time when 
capitalism was before its transition to imperialism, in other words, as it was 
founded at a time when capitalism was developing along the road of its 
ascent, the limitations of the times were reflected in all his books and in all 
the revolutionary theories and strategies and tactics set forth by Marx. 


Kim Jong IL also specified that since Marxism was grounded on the 
analysis of socio - economic and class relations in the developed capitalist 
countries such as Britain and Germany, Marxist theory failed to give 
answers to theoretical and practical issues arising in the revolution and 
construction in the colonial and semi - colonial countries. 


Second, Kim Jong IL took into consideration the requirement and 
standard of the revolutionary struggle of the working class reflected in 
Marxism. 

Kim Jong IL clarified that Marxism was a revolutionary theory that was 
drawn from the immature experiences of the revolutionary struggle in the 
early days when the working class of Europe began to turn out in the 
struggle with awareness of their class position and their own strength, that 
is, when Marx was preparing them to revolution. therefore, it could not 
predict theoretical construction of socialism and communism nor give a 
solution to the problems. 


Kim Jong IL also had in mind the characteristics of the formation of 
Marxism and the road of its development. 


Marx and Engels did not take the revolutionary stand of the working class 
from beginning. At first they were revolutionary democrats who stood 
against political reactionary nature of the Prussian dictatorial system and 
warmly sympathized with the toiling masses. Ideologically they were under 
the influence of philosophy of Hegel and Feuerbach. Marx was affiliated to 
youth Hegel faction during the first period of his social activities. 


Marx and Engels started their ideological and theoretical activities by 
absorbing and studying achievements made by bourgeois social science. 


Philosophy, political economics and scientific socialism which make up 
elements of Marxism were based on German classic philosophy represented 
by Hegel and Feuerbach, bourgeois classic political economics represented 
by Smith and Ricardo and Utopian socialism represented by Owen. Marx 
and Engels set up their own theories in the course of studying these 
theories and overcoming their negative aspects. 


So their work represented the ideological influence by the preceding 
bourgeois theories, especially that of Hegel. Their earlier works were 
particularly serious in this aspect. 


Prompted by this, Kim Jong IL made the following conclusion. 

Marxism can not give a solution to theoretical and practical issues arising 
in the present era since it was based on theoretical analysis of monopolistic 
capitalism in a few developed capitalist countries in the western Europe. 


Not a few revolutionary theories set forth by Marx and Engels lost their 
practicability after capitalism turned to imperialism. A typical example is 
their theory of simultaneous revolution. 


One should not try to find theories concerning the construction of 
socialism and communism required by the present era in Marxism. 


As they did not have a chance to have the practical experience concerning 
socialist and communist construction, they could not give an answer to it 
nor could they get rid of the boundary of prediction and assumption as their 
theory concerning socialism and communism only offered outlines and 
simple ones. 


Lenin developed Marxism and initiated new revolutionary theories, thereby 
leading the first socialist revolution in the world to victory and building 
Soviet state. 


The theory of continued revolution, a theory of imperialism as the one at 
the highest stage of capitalism, the theory of the possibility of a victory in 
revolution in a country, new clarification of the proletarian dictatorship and 
worker - peasant union and other doctrines clarified by Lenin had a great 
significance in overcoming the limitations of period and history of Marxism. 


But Lenin's doctrine also had a series of limitations of the times and 
history. 


when approaching works of Lenin, Kim Jong IL had in mind that first 
Leninism represents the requirement of the revolutionary struggle in the 
early days when working class took power in a country based on the 
analysis of historical circumstances of the era of imperialism. 


Lenin worked during the days when imperialism lorded it over the world 
and the first socialist state was born in a country. 


At that time the world imperialism held sway over destiny of the people in 
the international arena although it suffered a setback on one of its "fronts" 
and that time Asia, Africa and Latin - America remained as colonial 
continents. 


Saying that it is self - evident that Lenin could not predict lots of problems 
that could have been presented in our era and therefore his theories and 
works could not give solutions to it, Kim Jong IL proved that the theory of 
the socialist revolution clarified in Leninism is a strategy and tactics 
reflecting the reality of Russia at that time. 


He also said that what is important secondly in approaching the theories 
and works of Lenin is that as Lenin could not experience socialist and 
communist construction, he, too, could give detailed answers to the 
theoretical and practical problems arising in the construction of socialism 
and communism. 


Kim Jong IL clarified that the third issue that we should be careful in 
understanding the limitations of the times and history of Leninism is the co 
- relations between Marxism and Leninism. 


This can be clearly understood from the fact Leninism is called Marxism in 
the era of imperialism. 


Leninism is equal to Marxism in terms of the outlook on the world. 
Leninism is an inheritance of Marxism in terms of composition and this 
shows the scope of originality of Leninism. 


Clarifying these issues, Kim Jong IL gave the following conclusion: 


"In total Lenin was a faithful advocate of Marxism. The exploits made by 
Lenin to the creative development of Marxism ts relatively small when 
compared with the exploits he made in advocating and explaining Marxism. 
The limitations of history and ideology and theory of Marxism was clearly 
manifested in Leninism " 


From analysis given by Kim Jong IL one can clearly understand that 
Lenin's ideology and theory belonged to the times when the size of the 
revolutionary movement was restricted and therefore, they can not give 
scientific answers to the overall problems of the world revolution today and 
urgent problems raised by the Songun revolution. 


Kim Jong IL who clarified the limitations of the times and history of the 
preceding theories conducted energetic ideological and theoretical activities 
to comprehensively analyze and sum up Marxism - Leninism in the 
subsequent period. 


He studied and analyzed in depth more than 30 works of Marx, Engels 
and Lenin including "German Ideology", "Communist Manifesto", "Criticism 
of Political Economics", "Theory of Capitalism", " Anti - Duhring Theory", 
"Imperialism at the Top Stage of Capitalism", "State and Revolution" and 
"Materialism and Experimental Criticism Theory". 


Classical work pieces studied and analyzed by Kim Jong IL were huge as 
they were typical pieces reflecting the ideology and theories made by Marx, 
Engels and Lenin. 


He read them several times, extracted them and make deep analysis, 
estimating the ideology and theories carried by each work and studying and 
evaluating individual propositions several times from various aspects. 


His world of pursuit was limitless. 
Looking back on those days, Kim Jong IL said: 


"Twas always against time as I had to read huge books while doing lots of 
work to aid the work of the Great Leader. So I had no way but to make 
dimensional use of time. I read books inside car and between meetings with 
officials. Sundays were devoted to reading books all day. those period were 
unforgettable days of study and reading " 


Through his energetic ideological and theoretical activities Kim Jong IL 
comprehensively clarified the limitations of history and the times of 
Marxism - Leninism and immaturity of materialistic conception of history 
and the theory of transition from capitalism to socialism and the theory of 
proletarian dictatorship, the issue of establishing Juche and maintaining 
independence for the working class in carrying out the revolutionary cause, 
the issue of building the working class party into the leader's party. He also 
gave perfect answers to drawbacks of the preceding theories, thus achieving 
undying ideological and theoretical exploits of epochal significance in the 
development of the ideological theories of the mankind. 
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Nearly half a century has passed since then. 


Thanks to Kim Jong IL's outstanding ideological and theoretical activities, 
the most correct and just evaluation of Marxism - Leninism was made and 
its historical position and destiny was defined. this helped put an end to the 
anachronistic viewpoint of idolizing the old theories of Marxism - Leninism, 
being obsessed by illusion, and provided important guidelines for 
conducting ideological and theoretical activities from new revolutionary 
stand, Juche stand. 


Only Kim Jong IL, gifted thinker and theoretician, could give wisest and 
unique solution to all the theoretical and practical issues raised by the 
Songun revolution ...' 


